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1. In your own words, how does a person become a Christian? 

2. Have you ever truly repented and trusted your life with Jesus 
Christ? If not, are you ready to do that now? If so, write out a 
prayer to God expressing why you want to become a Christian 
and ask him to save and change you. 

3. If not, what barriers to faith are you still wrestling with 
(intellectual, emotional, or volitional)?

PERSONAL APPLICATION QUESTIONS
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Isaiah 55:6-7 — “Seek the LORD while he may be found; call 
upon him while he is near; 7 let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, 
that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon.”

Luke 15:11-24 — And he said, “There was a man who had two 
sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give 
me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided 
his property between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger 
son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, 
and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14 And 
when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that 
country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired 
himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
into his fi elds to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with 
the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 17 
But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here 
with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to 
him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of 
your hired servants.”’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. 
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 
And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 
But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, 
and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was 
lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.

John 3:36 — Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 
whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath 
of God remains on him.

DAY 6 — A DECISION

How does God respond to those who turn to him 
for life? What is the fate of those who do not?  Q:
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I N T R O
There is perhaps no investigation more worthy of our time and 
energy than one that attempts to answer the deepest questions 
of life — questions about God, ourselves, Jesus, and eternal 
life. Although there are many different ways we can approach 
these questions, our investigation would be incomplete until 
we consider the Bible’s claims about these issues. That is the 
purpose of this study — to help you examine for yourself what the 
Bible has to say in answer to the questions mentioned above.

This study is designed to be a dialogue about Biblical passages 
and questions. Therefore, in order to get the most out of the 
study, you should plan to do the following:

• Set a time to read the verses for each day (fi rst thing in the morning 
or just before bed is usually best). It is much better to read a little each 
day than to read everything at one time.
• Write your answers to the questions at the end of each section in the 
blanks provided.
• Circle, underline, or jot down any other questions or comments you 
have as you go through the verses. Feel free to disagree—remember 
it’s a dialogue.
• Bring your study each week when you meet with the person leading 
you through the study so that you can discuss your questions and 
answers.

It is important to approach the study with an eager and open 
mind, sincerely seeking to understand what the Bible says even 
if it differs from your beliefs. This way, no matter what your 
conclusion at the end of the study, you will be able to honestly 
say that you have truly examined the Bible’s answers to these 
important questions of life. 
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WE E K
O N E

There is perhaps no more important question for a person to 
answer than “What do I believe about God?” In fact, one author 
stated it this way: “Without a doubt, the mightiest thought that 
the mind can entertain is the thought of God, and the weightiest 
word in any language is its word for God”.1 If that is true, then 
it is of utmost importance for us to clarify what we think about 
God and to do so in an educated way. Even the most irreligious 
person has some opinion about God. But what makes one 
person’s thought of God better than another’s? Is there a right 
or wrong way to view God? And if so, how do we determine 
which is right and which is wrong? The Christian response to this 
question is that our view of God should correspond with how 
he views himself, and the way we learn how God views himself 
is through his Word, the Bible. But can we trust that the Bible 
really is God’s word? Although space here does not permit an 
exhaustive investigation into the validity of the Bible, below are 
a few reasons why we can have confi dence in the Bible as God’s 
Word.

Uniqueness
The Bible is undoubtedly the most unique book ever composed. 
Here is a book that was written over a 1,500-year span, by 
over 40 authors (including kings, commoners, professionals, & 
statesmen), on three continents (Africa, Asia, and Europe), and 
in three languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek). Yet despite all 

DAY 1 — INTRODUCTION

4 1 A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, p.5 

2 Corinthians 5:17 — Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 — Or do you not know that the unrighteous 
will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 
neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the 
greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were 
washed, you were sanctifi ed, you were justifi ed in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Ezekiel 36:26-27 — And I will give you a new heart, and a new 
spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone 
from your fl esh and give you a heart of fl esh. 27 And I will put my 
Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be 
careful to obey my rules.

Titus 2:11-14 — For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness 
and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, 
and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed 
hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from 
all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 
possession who are zealous for good works.

DAY 5 — A NEW CREATION

How does a person’s life change when they 
become a Christian? What causes this change? Q:
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Mark 1:14-15 — Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into 
Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The 
time is fulfi lled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel.”

Romans 10:9-13 — ...if you confess with your mouth that Jesus 
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is 
justifi ed, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For 
the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put 
to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 
for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who 
call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved.”

Ezekiel 18:30-32 — “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, 
every one according to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent 
and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your 
ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have 
committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! 
Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in 
the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.”

2 Corinthians 7:10 — For godly grief produces a repentance that 
leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces 
death.

DAY 4 — REPENTANCE AND TRUST

What does it mean to “believe in your heart”? 
What does true repentance involve?Q:
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of this diversity, the message of the Bible from beginning to end 
without deviation or contradiction is one: God’s redemption of 
man. The Bible has been more widely circulated and published 
in more languages than any other book in history. It has survived 
persecutions and criticisms from virtually every generation since 
the fi rst century. In addition to all of this, the Bible continues to 
have a greater infl uence on the surrounding culture than any 
other literary work in history.

Fulfi lled Prophecy
One of the strongest testimonies of the Bible’s reliability is 
the reality of fulfi lled Biblical prophecy. The Bible contains 
prophecies concerning a number of issues relating to God’s 
purposes in the world, including the rise and fall of nations 
and rulers. However, the majority of Old Testament prophecy 
is focused on the coming of God’s Messiah, Jesus Christ. The 
following are a few examples of such prophecies and their 
fulfi llment in Jesus:

1. Messiah was to be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:18-25)
2. Messiah was to be a descendant of David (Jeremiah 23:5, Luke 3:31)
3. Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2, Matthew 2:1-6)
4. Messiah to enter Jerusalem on a donkey (Zechariah 9:9, Matthew 21:1-7)
5. Messiah to have his hands and feet pierced (Psalm 22:16, John 20:24-28)
6. Messiah to be crucifi ed with thieves (Isaiah 53:12, Matthew 27:38)
7. Messiah to be buried in a rich man’s tomb (Isaiah 53:9, Matthew 27:57-60)
8. Messiah to rise from the dead (Psalm 16:8-11, Acts 2:24-31)

The probability that just these eight prophecies would be 
fulfi lled in one person is 1 in1017! To put this in perspective, it 
would be the same as marking a silver dollar, mixing it in a pile 
of silver dollars covering the entire state of Texas two feet deep 
and then having a blind man pick out the marked coin!

Textual Reliability
Many people ask how the Bible can be accurate when it has 
been translated so many times. The answer to this is two-fold. 
First, modern translations of the Bible are not translated from 
previous translations (which could have a compounding affect 
on textual variance) but from the earliest existing copies of the 
original text. It is true that we do not have the original biblical 
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documents. But this should not concern us since the same is true 
for many other ancient documents (including the works of Plato, 
Aristotle, and Homer). In this case textual reliability is based on 
the time span between the original document and the earliest 
copy and on the number of copies that exist. In comparison to 
the New Testament, no other ancient work of literature even 
comes close in these areas. To illustrate, The Iliad, which ranks 
second to the New Testament, is compared below:

Document Date Written Earliest Copy Timespan # of Copies

Iliad (Homer) 900 BC 400 BC 500 years 643

New 
Testament

40-100 AD 125 AD 25-85 years >24,000

When we consider this, along with the fact that only 40 lines 
(one-half of one percent) of the New Testament are in question, 
we have great confi dence to believe that the Bible we have 
today is what was originally written.2 These and other evidences 
illustrate that ultimately the Bible is not the work of men, but of 
God, and therefore is our best source for understanding who 
God is and what he is like. This week we will look at verses each 
day that describe different aspects of God’s character and how 
we should rightly view him.

Which best describes your view of the Bible: 
the Word of God, a book of morals, fi ctional 
literature, or something else? What do you base 
this on? 

Q:

2 Information on the Bible gathered from Josh McDowell, A Ready Defense, p. 27-28, 
45-46, 213. 

Ephesians 2:4-9 — But God, being rich in mercy, because of the 
great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead 
in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace 
you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated 
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in 
the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you 
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 
it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast.

Romans 3:19-25 — Now we know that whatever the law says it 
speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 
be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to 
God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justifi ed 
in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart 
from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to 
it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for 
all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justifi ed by his grace 
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom 
God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received 
by faith. 

Ephesians 1:7-8 — In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight...

Romans 5:1-2 — Therefore, since we have been justifi ed by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this 
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God.

DAY 3 — BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH 

What does it mean to be justifi ed? How are 
we justifi ed? Why can no one boast of their 
salvation? Q:
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John 5:39-40 — You search the Scriptures because you think 
that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness 
about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life. 

Matthew 7:21-23 — “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say 
to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast 
out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your 
name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 
depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’

Luke 18:9-14 — He also told this parable to some who trusted 
in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with 
contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing 
by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like 
other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But 
the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes 
to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justifi ed, 
rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

DAY 2 — KNOWLEDGE AND GOOD WORKS 

What were each of these people trusting in for 
eternal life? Why were they rejected? Q:
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Acts 17:24-28 — “The God who made the world and everything 
in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples 
made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though 
he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind 
life and breath and everything. 26 And he made from one man 
every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, 
having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their 
dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel 
their way toward him and fi nd him. Yet he is actually not far from 
each one of us, 28 for ‘In him we live and move and have our 
being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are 
indeed his offspring.’”

1 Chronicles 29:10-12 — ...David said: “Blessed are you, O LORD, 
the God of Israel our father, forever and ever. 11 Yours, O LORD, 
is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and 
the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. 
Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head 
above all. 12 Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule 
over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is 
to make great and to give strength to all.” 

Isaiah 45:5-7, 12 — “I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides 
me there is no God... I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7 I 
form light and create darkness; I make well-being and create 
calamity; I am the LORD, who does all these things... 12 I made 
the earth and created man on it; it was my hands that stretched 
out the heavens, and I commanded all their host.”

DAY 2 — THE CREATOR

List the things that God has done. What does he 
have control over?Q:
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1 John 1:5 — This is the message we have heard from him and 
proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

Jeremiah 10:6-10 — There is none like you, O LORD; you are 
great, and your name is great in might. 7 Who would not fear 
you, O King of the nations? For this is your due; for among all the 
wise ones of the nations and in all their kingdoms there is none 
like you... 10 But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God 
and the everlasting King.

Psalm 103:8-18 — The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love. 9 He will not always 
chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. 10 He does not deal 
with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our 
iniquities. 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 12 
as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our 
transgressions from us. 13 As a father shows compassion to his 
children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear 
him. 14 For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust. 
15 As for man, his days are like grass; he fl ourishes like a fl ower 
of the fi eld; 16 for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its 
place knows it no more. 17 But the steadfast love of the LORD is 
from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, and his 
righteousness to children’s children, 18 to those who keep his 
covenant and remember to do his commandments.

DAY 3 — A LOVING FATHER

How is God different from every other creature? 
How is he a Father to his children?Q:
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It could be neither of these things; it could be that you are just 
waiting to give over control of your life to him. Would you really 
say that you could do a better job running your life than he can? 
Faith in Jesus Christ is declaring that you believe his death on 
the cross will not only forgive you of your resistance to him but 
will also usher you into a meaningful life now and for eternity. 
You believe that the life he offers is better!

Receiving Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord requires turning from 
you controlling your life (repentance) and turning to God (trust). 
This is an intellectual (your head), emotional (your heart), and 
volitional (your will) decision. In receiving Christ, the Bible says 
many things happen to you:

1. Christ comes into your life (Revelation 3:20; Colossians 1:27)
2. Your sins are forgiven (Colossians 1:14)
3. You become a child of God (John 1:12)
4. You receive eternal life (John 5:24)
5. You began to discover God’s mission for your life for which he created you 
(John 10:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17; 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

The verses we will look at this week explain how we take this fi nal 
step to embrace Jesus Christ and the life that God designed us 
for. As you read, ask yourself this question: what would keep me 
from surrendering my life to Jesus as Savior and Lord?

If you have never surrendered your life to Christ 
as Savior and Lord, are your reasons primarily 
intellectual, emotional, or volitional? What are 
they? 

Q:
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WE E K
T H R E E

Tim Keller is a pastor in New York City who spends a great deal 
of his time discussing with non-religious people the truths 
about Jesus Christ. He has come to the conclusion that most 
people don’t really think it through. Rejecting Christianity means 
that you accept an alternative, another life philosophy, which 
is more plausible to you than Christianity. Is Christianity really 
implausible to you? Have you found more plausible answers 
somewhere else to questions about death, pain and suffering, 
purpose, security, and fulfi llment?

What keeps people from placing their trust in Jesus Christ?

It could be intellectual questions that remain unsettled. Many 
brilliant thinkers and humble commoners have studied issues 
like the resurrection, the reliability of the Bible, evolution and 
creation, and the Christian answers to pain and suffering, and 
found the Christian answers to be the most satisfying.

It could be emotional questions that keep you from fully 
embracing Jesus Christ. You may have experienced pain or hurt 
from someone in such a severe way that it makes you doubt 
God’s love or your ability to trust Him. The message of the 
gospel offers healing and new life to address your hurts and 
your doubts.

DAY 1 — INTRODUCTION
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If the most important question is what you believe about God, 
then the second most important question must be “What is 
your purpose?” What we believe our purpose to be will dictate 
everything else in our lives. Because this is true, it’s only when 
we know and are living in accordance with our purpose that we 
will truly experience a full and satisfying life. Just as a car only 
runs well when it is maintained according to the engineer’s 
instructions, so also the key to a successful life is following our 
Maker’s guidelines for it.

The Bible teaches that we were created not for ourselves but 
for God. We were created for his glory – to love and serve and 
worship him, not ourselves. At fi rst glance, this doesn’t seem 
very appealing to us for two reasons. First, we often think that we 
know better than anyone else what is best for our lives and what 
will bring us happiness. Yet our experience proves this not to be 
so. For example, if we truly knew what was best for us in every 
situation, then we would never do anything that we would later 
regret. However, if we are honest, all of us must admit that we 
have done such things. 

The second reason is that we think being created for God’s 
glory implies some type of unpleasant servitude in which we are 
deprived of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. But that 
is not the Bible’s message at all. Quite on the contrary, God’s 
Word teaches that he created man to experience his goodness 
in the context of an intimate personal relationship with him. And 
as man experienced God’s goodness, he would glorify God in 
the most natural of ways – by enjoying him. To glorify something 
means simply to assign great value and signifi cance to it. 
Therefore, we always glorify what we enjoy. For example, when 
we walk into a restaurant, why are we willing to pay more for 
one dish than another? Is it not because we enjoy one of them 
more? And the more we enjoy it, the more we are willing to pay 
for it because the more value it has in our minds. It is the same 
with God. The more we experience his goodness and power and 
love, the more glory we give to him. 

So we see that God designed us so that his glory and our joy go 
hand in hand. However, it is only as we embrace his purpose for 

DAY 4 — CREATED FOR HIM
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our lives that we will fi nd this to be true. The verses for this week 
will examine God’s original design for our lives and how we can 
experience the purpose, security, and fulfi llment in life that we all 
innately long for.

What would you say is your purpose in life? What 
do you base this on? Q:

1. How would you answer if God asked you, “Why should I let 
you in heaven?” 

2. In your own words, who is Jesus and why did he come to 
earth? 

3. Based on this study, where do you think you would go if you 
died and God judged you today? Why? 

PERSONAL APPLICATION QUESTIONS
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Isaiah 53:5-6 — But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was 
crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 
brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6 All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his 
own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Mark 15:22-39 — And they brought him [Jesus] to the place 
called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull).… 24 And they 
crucifi ed him…33 And when the sixth hour had come, there 
was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. 34 And 
at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 37...Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 
38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw 
that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was 
the Son of God!”

2 Corinthians 5:21 — For our sake he [God] made him [Jesus] 
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God

1 Peter 3:18 — For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the fl esh but made alive in the spirit...

Hebrews 9:26-28 — ...[Jesus] has appeared once for all at the 
end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifi ce of himself. 27 And 
just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes 
judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins 
of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to 
save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

DAY 6 — OUR SUBSTITUTE 

Why did Jesus have to die? Who killed him? How 
does his death and resurrection enable us to be 
right with God? Q:

22

DAY 5 — RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
Genesis 1:26-31— Then God said, “Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the 
fi sh of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female 
he created them. 28 And God blessed them. And God said to 
them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fi ll the earth and subdue it 
and have dominion over the fi sh of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding 
seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed 
in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of 
the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that 
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have 
given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw 
everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Jeremiah 32:38-41 — “And they shall be my people, and I will 
be their God. 39 I will give them one heart and one way, that 
they may fear me forever, for their own good and the good of 
their children after them. 40 I will make with them an everlasting 
covenant, that I will not turn away from doing good to them. 
And I will put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not 
turn from me. 41 I will rejoice in doing them good, and I will plant 
them in this land in faithfulness, with all my heart and all my 
soul.”

11

What does it mean to be made in God’s image 
and why is that important? How is God good to 
his people? Q:
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Psalm 86:8-10 — There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, 
nor are there any works like yours. 9 All the nations you have 
made shall come and worship before you, O Lord, and shall 
glorify your name. 10 For you are great and do wondrous things; 
you alone are God.

1 Corinthians 10:31 — So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of God.

Psalm 63:1-5 — O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my 
soul thirsts for you; my fl esh faints for you, as in a dry and weary 
land where there is no water. 2 So I have looked upon you in 
the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory. 3 Because your 
steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. 4 So I will 
bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up my hands. 5 
My soul will be satisfi ed as with fat and rich food, and my mouth 
will praise you with joyful lips...

Psalm 34:8-10 — Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 
Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! 9 Oh, fear the LORD, 
you his saints, for those who fear him have no lack! 10 The young 
lions suffer want and hunger; but those who seek the LORD lack 
no good thing.

DAY 6 — OUR PURPOSE 

Why should we glorify God? How do we enjoy 
God? How does this bring him glory?Q:

How do these verses indicate that Jesus is God? 
Why was it necessary for Jesus to become a man 
and live a sinless life? Q:
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John 1:1-3, 14 — In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 
with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made... 14 And the Word 
became fl esh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Matthew 1:18-23 — Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in 
this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with child from 
the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and 
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do 
not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
22 All this took place to fulfi ll what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with 
us).

Hebrews 2:14-17 — Since therefore the children share in fl esh 
and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that 
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of 
death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear 
of death were subject to lifelong slavery… 17 Therefore he had 
to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, 
to make propitiation for the sins of the people.

Hebrew 4:14-15 — Since then we have a great high priest who 
has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who 
is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.

DAY 5 — JESUS’ OBEDIENCE
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1. In light of the verses this week, what three words would you 
use to describe God? 

2. What do you think your life most glorifi es? What do you think 
others around you would say?

3. What do you think that God most wants of you? 

13

PERSONAL APPLICATION QUESTIONS
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WE E K
TWO

As we saw earlier, God created us to experience the fullness of 
life in the context of an intimate personal relationship with him. 
God made us to glorify him by enjoying his goodness, power, 
and love. But when we look at ourselves and the world around 
us, something seems to be terribly wrong. What happened? 
Although God made us to glorify and enjoy him, from the very 
beginning man chose to turn away from God and pursue life and 
happiness apart from Him. Instead of worshiping and enjoying 
God, man sought to become his own god. But apart from his 
Creator, man can never fi nd life – only death. This was the case 
of our fi rst parents, Adam and Eve. When Adam and Eve sinned 
against God, death entered into the human experience. This 
death was not only physical, but a spiritual separation from God 
as well. This separation from God is experienced in this life as a 
lack of purpose, security, and fulfi llment and in the life to come 
as eternal punishment. As descendants of Adam, we inherit this 
spiritual condition that manifests itself in our own willful rebellion 
against God. And because God is holy and just, he cannot allow 
our sin to go unpunished.

The thought of eternal punishment is not a popular idea to say 
the least. Many objections are often raised. Isn’t it extreme to say 
that anyone who is not a Christian deserves such a fate? What 
about the good people who aren’t Christians? What about the 

DAY 1 — OUR REBELLION

Which best describes your view of Jesus: God in 
the fl esh, a great moral teacher, an ordinary man, 
or something else? What do you base this on? Q:
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Probably the most controversial person to walk the face of the 
earth was a man known as Jesus of Nazareth. Why is there so 
much debate surrounding the person and teachings of Jesus? 
What did he say and do that provoked such controversy?

At the center of the controversy is Jesus’ claim to be the only 
way for a person to come to God. Jesus said it this way: “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father, except 
through me” (John 14:6). But how can Jesus make such an 
exclusive claim to God? What about all of the other religions of 
the world? Aren’t there many valid ways to get to God?

To answer these questions we must fi rst consider the nature of 
religion. In essence, religion attempts to answer the question of 
how man can get to God. Every religion other than Christianity 
(including Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism) answers that 
question with the belief that man gets to God by doing good 
works. But as we saw last week, man’s fundamental problem is 
his inability to do the good works that God requires because 
God’s standard is perfect obedience. Therefore any attempt 
to approach God on our own merit will ultimately leave us 
hopeless.

But this is where Jesus is different. Although we cannot meet 
God’s standard, the Bible says that Jesus did – he perfectly 
obeyed God’s law and never sinned. But that alone does not 
help us. Jesus not only perfectly obeyed God’s law; he also 
freely took on himself the penalty for our violation of it by 
suffering death on the cross and then rising from the dead. Over 
and over again Jesus declared that he was sent by the Father 
for this very purpose – to be our substitute. He took our sin on 
himself, and he offers to us his righteousness. He was able to 
meet God’s standard because he is the Son of God, and he 
was able to be our substitute because he became fully man. In 
this way, Jesus does what no other religion can do: he makes 
us righteous before God. The verses for this week explain who 
Jesus is and how he alone has provided a way for us to come to 
God.

DAY 4 — THE SOLUTION
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people who have never heard of Jesus? Isn’t it unfair for God to 
punish someone for not accepting a message they have never 
heard?

These are very legitimate questions. The answers can be found 
by distinguishing between our idea of goodness and God’s 
standard of righteousness. Most of us would like to think that 
we are fairly good people. However, God’s requirement is not 
a relative goodness compared to the people around us but 
perfect obedience to His divine law, or “righteousness”. Every 
law requires perfect obedience—even our nation’s laws. For 
example, a person does not receive a speeding ticket because 
he has exceeded the speed limit many times, but because he 
has done so once. Only one violation is required to make a 
person guilty and therefore deserving of punishment. The same 
is true with God. God doesn’t punish a man for not accepting 
a message but for violation of his divine law, which he has 
placed in the heart of every person in the form of a conscience. 
The verses for this week explain how this happened to the fi rst 
human beings and the consequences that followed for them and 
for us.

What is your view of sin—rebellion against God, 
behavioral mistakes, differences of opinion, or 
something else? Do you believe people should 
be punished for their sin? Why or why not? 

Q:
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Romans 1:18-21, 25 — For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can 
be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it 
to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the 
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So 
they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did 
not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened... 
25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who 
is blessed forever! Amen.

Jeremiah 2:13 — ...for my people have committed two evils: they 
have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out 
cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.
 
Mark 7:20-23 — And he [Jesus] said, “What comes out of a 
person is what defi les him. 21 For from within, out of the heart 
of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, 
adultery, 22 coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, 
slander, pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from 
within, and they defi le a person.”

Ecclesiastes 7:20 — Surely there is not a righteous man on earth 
who does good and never sins.

DAY 2 — OUR GUILT

In what ways have we turned away from God? 
What is the source of our sin? Is anyone exempt? Q:
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Job 34:10-11 — “Therefore, hear me, you men of understanding: 
far be it from God that he should do wickedness, and from the 
Almighty that he should do wrong. 11 For according to the work 
of a man he will repay him, and according to his ways he will 
make it befall him.

Galatians 5:19-6:8 — Now the works of the fl esh are evident: 
sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, 
strife, jealousy, fi ts of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 
envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, 
as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of God... 6:7 Do not be deceived: God is 
not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 
For the one who sows to his own fl esh will from the fl esh reap 
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit 
reap eternal life.

Matthew 25:31-46 — “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, 
and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious 
throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he 
will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the sheep on 
his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to 
those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world...’ 41 Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, 
you cursed, into the eternal fi re prepared for the devil and his 
angels...’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 
the righteous into eternal life.”

DAY 3 — GOD’S JUSTICE 
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Why does God’s character require him to punish 
all sin? On what basis is every person judged? 
What are the only two possible outcomes? Q:


